
Minutes of the Tynecastle Parent & Carer Council Meeting 

Monday 19th November 2018, 6.30pm 

Attendees: Simon, Elaine, Sharon, Iain, Sophia, Moira, Ollie, Hazel 
Apologies: Gareth, Gavin, Donna 

 

1. Introduction, 
quorum, 
apologies and 
approval of 
minutes 

Sophia welcomed everyone to the meeting and confirmed that it was 
quorate. Moira read out the apologies. The actions from the previous 
meeting were reviewed, with two carried forward. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were approved. The carried forward actions are as 
follows: 
091018 ACTION: Sarah to provide photo to Parent Council to provide to 
Axiom 
091018 ACTION: Moira to request email be sent out about 
easyfundraising 

2. Guest speaker: 
Ollie Cook, Pupil 
Support Leader 
on Rights 
Respecting 
Schools 

Ollie came to the meeting to discuss Rights Respecting Schools. He 
confirmed that the school currently held a bronze award, but was 
working towards getting a silver award. He explained that due to the 
work the school is already doing in relation to community connections, 
conflict resolution, restorative practise, participatory budgeting and 
student leadership scheme then they are already making great 
headway into recognising the fundamental rights set out under the 
United Nations Childrens’ Rights Charter (UNCRC). The school focuses 
on 4 key articles of the Charter: 12, 29, 8, and 28. These focus on 
children being able to express their views and feelings on matters 
concerning them; having a right to their personality, talents and 
abilities recognised; to having their own identity and to having an 
education. 
He gave numerous examples of the ways in which this was being 
communicated throughout the school from tidying local parks to taking 
food parcels to elderly people to participation in sporting events and 
holding special assemblies to focus on it. 
He explained that he had received feedback from parents and 
community businesses on how students can show that they respect 
others, and he is looking to further engage to communicate this 
information effectively. 
ACTION: Ollie to run a special session 14th January 5.30-6.15pm to 
discuss parental engagement on the RRR programme, particularly in 
relation to publicising the work the school are doing. All parent council 
parents are warmly invited. 
ACTION: Ollie to discuss option of ICT/Art depts working with students 
to design posters 
ACTION: Parent council parents to pass on any feedback to either Ollie 
directly (Oliver.Cook@tynecastle.edin.sch.uk) or to Moira at Parent 
Council who will collate and pass on.  

3. Head Teacher’s 
report: Hazel 
Kinnear 
a) Attainment 

a) Hazel provided her general update first. She advised that the 
job posts for both CDT and CL technologies had been extended. 
Currently the Art department are working with CDT, as well as 
two other schools (Trinity and Holyrood) to provide additional 
support until these roles are filled. Mr Bryce is leaving the 
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b) Update on 
school 

Maths department to take up the position of Depute Head at 
Craigroyston, however she expects a large number of 
applicants for the role. A modern studies teacher has just 
returned from maternity leave, and an art and design 
temporary teacher has just started. As well as this a literacy 
development officer has also started. 
The attainment report has been submitted to the authority, 
and Hazel is working on a parent friendly leaflet to explain the 
report.  
The Rights Respecting Schools programme is working towards 
the silver award, with assessment visit due in March. The 
‘Raising Teens with Confidence’ Course just finished running. 
Place2Be were visited yesterday as the government seeks to 
see if the model can be replicated in other schools. 
S3 ipad launch was on 10th October. With Universal Credit 
launching in Edinburgh on 28th November, the school are 
providing sessions for parents to help them understand how it 
will affect them and what their options are. 
Today was the careers event, which S2s were invited to for the 
first time, and was very well received. 
There have been a number of STEM events, the ispy numeracy 
challenge, p7 My World of Work and science events as well as 
the Year of the Young Person architecture project. 
The school was part of the BBC celebration of 100 years since 
WW1, and have received positive feedback as a result. They’ve 
also received Apple accreditation as a ‘Distinguished School’ – 
the only one in Scotland. 

b) Hazel then went on to do a deep dive on attainment, explaining 
that the school is measured against a ‘virtual comparator’ (VC). 
This method is more holistic in its comparison methodology. 
Year on year the results are positive, with Tynecastle 
measuring as better than the VC since 2015. 100% of students 
received a qualification in literacy, which was better than the 
VC for 2018 across levels 3, 4, and 5. As part of the plan to 
increase attainment, Hazel detailed some of the strategies she 
has in place, including the recently hired literacy development 
officer, the Brilliant Club (a mentoring programme with PHD 
students), and the hire of a part time support for learning 
teacher. 

4. Treasurer’s 
report: Elaine 
Lawther 

Elaine confirmed that £890 had been raised by the Race Night, after 
expenses had been paid. Elaine requested a 20min slot at the Feb 
meeting to discuss strategic direction for fundraising. Moira queried if 
there was more that could be done in relation to grant applications. 
ACTION: Moira to add Elaine to Feb meeting agenda to discuss strategic 
fundraising plan 
ACTION: Hazel to consider the big picture regarding fundraising 
requests and bring any suggestions to Feb discussion 

5. Race Night 
Update: Sophia 
Woodman 

Sophia thanked everyone for their hard work in making the Race Night 
such a success.  

6. Funding Forms There were no funding forms to be discussed. 



7. Fundraising 
Ideas: 
a) Burns Night 
b) Other ideas 

a) Burns Night. Sophia confirmed that the band and the school 
had both been booked. She asked if it was possible for the 
school to send out a ‘save the date’ to the parents. Hazel asked 
if it would be possible to get posters up around the school prior 
to December as that is when the students will be doing social 
dance in PE. Sharon asked if the raffle prize request letters will 
be circulated shortly. 

ACTION: Moira to email Hazel to get an email sent out about Burns 
Night, including requests to save unwanted gifts as raffle prizes, and 
request volunteers. 
ACTION: Sophia to have posters ready before December to put up 
when the students are learning social dance in December. 
ACTION: Moira to draw up raffle letters by end of November and 
circulate to parent council. 

8. A.O.B. a) It was noted that the WW1 commemoration was excellent 
b) It was requested that a future agenda item be devoted to DOE. 
c) Craiglockhart parent council have requested that a transition 

meeting be held prior to the end of December. Parent Council 
approved this, however held the view that it should be set up 
and run by current S1 parents of ex-Craiglockhart pupils. 

d) Parent Council was provided with an update of the facilities 
management situation, although it’s not relevant to Tynecastle 

e) Hazel confirmed that she is attending the seminar on Parental 
Engagement at Murrayfield on 30th November. 

f) Moira confirmed that the Parent Council now had a twitter 
account, and Iain confirmed that he was now managing the 
facebook account.  

g) Moira suggested a purely social, non-fundraising Christmas 
night out for parent council members to socialise 

ACTION: Moira to liaise with Hazel regarding specifics of DOE request 
to work out if appropriate guest speaker to discuss. 
ACTION: Moira to extend invitation Parent Council to Craiglockhart 
event 
ACTION: Moira to communicate to parent council mailing lists that both 
twitter and facebook are live, and encourage people to engage with us 
that way. 
ACTION: Moira to book the back room at the Diggers for Christmas 
party night 

 


